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ORDER OF SERVICE 

  
Welcome:    Fr. Joe Taylor 

 
 

Entrance Hymn:    Gentle Woman - Hail Mary   (Jamie Biller) 
 

Hail Mary, full of grace: 
the Lord is with you. 

Blessed are you among women, 
and blest is the fruit of your womb, Jesus. 

 
Holy Mary, Mother of God, 

pray for us sinners now, 
and at the hour of death.  Amen 

 
Gentle Woman, Quiet Light, 

Morning Star, so strong and bright; 
Gentle Mother, Peaceful Dove, 
teach us wisdom, teach us love. 

 
You were chosen by the Father, 
You were chosen for the Son. 

You were chosen from all women 
and for woman, shining one. 

 
 

 
Blessed are you among women, 

blest in turn all women too. 
Blessed they with peaceful spirits, 
blessed they with gentle hearts. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 



 

Eulogy:     Paula Moore 
 

Collect (Opening Prayer):   Fr. Joe Taylor 
Let us Pray, 
God of all consolation, open our hearts to Your word, so that, listening to it, 
we may comfort one another, finding light in time of darkness and faith in 
time of doubt.  We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
All: Amen.  
 

First Reading:  Read by Anthony Purdon 
 

A Reading from Book of Ecclesiastes 3:1,2,6-8 
 

Everything that happens in this world happens at the time God chooses.     
He sets the time for birth and the time for death, the time for planting and 
the time for pulling up. He sets the time for finding and the time for losing, 
the time for saving and the time for throwing away, the time for tearing and 
the time for mending, the time for silence and the time for talk. He sets the 
time for love and the time for hate, the time for war and the time for peace.  
The word of the Lord. 
All:  Thanks be to God. 
 

 Responsorial Psalm:  Psalm 22 (23)    Read by Mary Leversha 
 

:

The Lord is my Shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.  Fresh and green are 
the pastures where He gives me repose.  Near restful waters He leads me, to 
revive my drooping spirit. 

:

 

He guides me along the right path; He is true to His name.  If I should walk 
in the valley of darkness no evil would I fear.  You are there with Your crook 
and Your staff; with these You give me comfort. 

:

 

You have prepared a banquet for me in the sight of my foes.  My head You 
have anointed with oil; my cup is overflowing. 

:

 

Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me all the days of my life.  In the 
 

:



Second Reading:  Read by Michelle Moore  

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 12:31-13:13 
 

The greatest of the gifts is love. 
Be ambitious for the higher gifts and I am going to show you a way that is 
better than any of them. If I have all the eloquence of men or of angels, but 
speak without love, I am simply a gong booming or a cymbal clashing. If I 
have the gift of prophecy, understanding all the mysteries there are and 
knowing everything, and if I have faith in all its fullness, to move mountains, 
but without love, then I am nothing at all. If I give away all that I possess, 
piece by piece and if I even let them take my body to burn it, but am without 
love, it will do me no good whatever. Love is always patient and kind; it is 
never jealous; love is never boastful or conceited; it is never rude or selfish; it 
does not take offence, and is not resentful. Love takes no pleasure in other 
people's sins but delights in the truth; it is always ready to excuse, to trust, to 
hope and to endure whatever comes.  Love does not come to an end.  
The word of the Lord. 
All:  Thanks be to God.   

Gospel Acclamation: (all say together) 
 

Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Jesus Christ is the firstborn of the dead:  glory and kingship be His for ever 
and ever.  Amen. 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel (John 14: 1-6)   Fr. Joe Taylor 
 
Fr. Joe Taylor: The Lord be with you.  
All:     And with your Spirit. 
Fr. Joe Taylor: A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John.   
All:    Glory to you O Lord. 
 

were not, I should have told you.  I am going now to prepare a place for you 
and after I have gone and prepared you a place, I shall return to take you 
with me; so that where I am you may be too.  You know the way to the place 

 
Fr. Joe Taylor:   The Gospel of the Lord.   
All:     Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 



 

Homily: Fr. Joe Taylor 
 

Hymn:                                 The Galilee Song  (Stella Maris College Ensemble) 
  

Deep within my heart I feel, voices whispering to me 
Words that I can't understand; meanings I must clearly hear! 

Calling me to follow close, lest I leave myself behind! 
Calling me to walk into, evening shadows one more time! 

 

So I leave my boats behind! 
Leave them on familiar shores! 
Set my heart upon the deep! 
Follow you again, my Lord! 

 

In my memories I know, how you send familiar rains. 
Falling gently on my days, dancing patterns on my pain! 

And I need to learn once more, in the fortress of my mind! 
To believe in falling rain, as I travel deserts dry! 

 

So I leave my boats behind!........ 
 

As I gaze into the night, down the future of my years. 
I'm not sure I want to walk, past horizons that I know! 

But I feel my spirit grow, like a stirring deep within, 
Restless, 'til I live again, beyond the fears that close me in! 

 

So I leave my boats behind!........ 
 

Prayers of the Faithful: 
Fr. Joe Taylor 

We pray to the Lord, may He welcome Maxie into His love and peace.      
 

 

Reader - Michael Purdon  

compassion and patience.  We take comfort that she is now with her beloved 
Des and daughter Chris. 
Lord, hear us. 
All:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Reader - Cathy Purdon  

Remember us all gathered here today that we too may comfort one another 
and experience Your joy and peace. 
Lord, hear us. 
All:  Lord, hear our prayer. 



Reader - Hannah Peat  
We thank God for those who were kind to Maxie, visited her and cared for 
her, especially in recent times.  May their witness help us all in our lives. 
Lord, hear us. 
All:  Lord, hear our prayer. 

 
FINAL COMMENDATION AND FAREWELL 

 

 
Invitation to Prayer:    Fr. Joe Taylor 
Before we go our separate ways, let us take leave of our sister Maxie. May our 
farewell express our affection for her, may it ease our sadness and strengthen 
our hope. One day we shall joyfully greet her again when the love of Christ, 
which conquers all things, destroys even death itself. 
 
Song of Farewell: 
 

Fr. Joe Taylor:  Saints of God, come to her aid, hasten to meet her, 
    Angels of the Lord. 
All:    Receive her soul and present her to God the Most High. 
 

Fr. Joe Taylor:  May Christ who called you take you to Himself; 
     
All:    Receive her soul and present her to God the Most High. 
 

Fr. Joe Taylor:  Eternal rest grant unto her O Lord and let perpetual light  
    shine upon her. 
All:    Receive her soul and present her to God the Most High. 
 
 
Prayer of Commendation: Fr. Joe Taylor 
You are the author and sustainer of our lives, O God.  You are our Final 
Home.  We commend to You our sister Maxie.  In Baptism she began her  
journey toward You. Take her now to Yourself and give her the life         
promised to those born again of water and the Spirit. Turn also to us who 
have suffered this loss, strengthen the bonds of this family and our          
community.  Confirm us in faith, in hope and in love, so that we may bear 
Your peace to one another and one day stand together with all the saints 
who praise You for Your saving help.   
 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
All:  Amen.  
 



Recessional Song:              (Frank Andersen) 
 

   
I will care for you in all your years. 

 

My heart is full of peace; 
You have been within my life. 

Your guiding hand has always covered me; 
I am full of confidence in You.   

 
My soul is like a child; 

Cradled safe within Your arms. 
You have carried me across my years; 

Leading me thru sorrow and thru joy.    
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The Purdon Family thank you for your attendance here today and 
 invite you to join them at the Bendigo Club for light refreshments.  


